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GOVERNOR’S MESSAGE. 


GENTLEMEN OF THE COUNCIL | 
and HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES : 


an interval of time filled with important events in the history of 
our beloved country, and with rare prosperity in the material 
progress of the favored "Territory of Nevada. 

In my last message, I referred briefly to the condition of our 
country atlarge; to the enormity of the rebellion then raging 
in à portion of the States of the Union, and to our duty as citi- 
zens of this Territory to express with a joyful will our loyalty to 
the parent Government. 

The rebellion is not yet suppressed; but since your adjourn- 
ment, events have transpired which betray, with sufficient clear- 
ness, the waning fortunes of the so-called Southern Confederacy, 
and indicate a final triumph, not distant, of the National arms 
and the National Constitution. | 

The series of splendid victories, that in almost a continuous 
line has adorned our banners during the campaign of the present 
year, from the reductionsof Fort Henry to the expulsion of ‘the 
enemy from Maryland, and the more recent battles in Virginia— 
is indubitable testimony to the capability of our volunteer sol- 

diery to accomplish what they have undertaken to do ; and, with 
the new levies of troops that are now already in the field, and 
the execution of the Emancipation Act of Congress; in accord- 
ance with the President’s proclamation of September 22d, there 
is all reason to expect that the termination of the campaign of 
1868 will be the termination of the Southern conspiracy. 

. 1 , 


You this day again assemble in p legislative capacity, after 
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The opening of the campaign of the present year found the en- 
emy still formidably entrenched at Manassas ; fortifying himself 
at what he styles his national capital, overrunning the loyal 
States of Kentucky and Missouri ; in possession of the Mississippi 


Valley, south of the thirty-seventh parallel of north latitude ; and: 


in occupancy of every port of consequence on the Southern coast. 
He held the valley of the Shenandoah in Virginia, and his ad- 


vanced lines in the West extended north nearly as far as the. 
Ohio river. He occupied the State of Kentucky with a force of^ 


one hundred and thirty thousand men. He had established himself 
with eighty thousand men at Bowling Green and at Columbus ; 
had brought into effect every available appliance to strengthen 
still further what he considered an already impregnable position. 

The exultation of the traitors in power was of a jubilant char- 
acter, and their expectations of foreign intervention were based 
upon contingent assurances that were not altogether vague. 

Early in February, the Union armies began to move in Ken- 
tucky. The enemy, in alarm, evacuated Bowling Green and 
retreated into Tennessee. The Union armies followed, and with 
the co-operation of a flotilla of gunboats, took, by daring never 
excelled, Fort Henry, reduced Fort Donelson, and prostrated the 
flower of the enemy’s troops in the West on the brilliant field of 
Pittsburg Landing. 


These deeds, the most illustrious of the war to the date of their 


transaction, utterly extinguished in Hurope whatever intention 
may have been entertained to interfere in our domestic affairs. 
Our gunboat flotilla on the Mississippi, in the meantime, 
invested the rebels’ stronghold at Columbus, which, after a brief 
but unavailing resistance, they were compelled to evacuate, 
taking, in their retreat, possession of an island in the river, ad- 
mirably adapted to sustaina prolonged seige. A vigorous and 
sustained attack, was made upon the new fortifications, and in less 
than two months Island Number Ten, also, was ours. While the 
seige was progressing, a small body of our troops, against over- 
whelming odds, won the signal victory of Mill Springs, opening 
the way to Nashville, which, without delay; was marched upon 
and taken. After the occupation of Nashville and the fall of 
Island Number Ten, Memphis came into our hands by surrender, and 


‘Kentucky and Teiinessee were relieved of their indiscriminating 
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tormentors, while the Mississippi was opened to legitimate com- 
merce as far south as Vicksburg. 

While these events were transpiring in Kentucky and Tennes- 
see, another body of Union troops successfully marched south- 
ward through the State of Missouri, pursued the enemy into the 
State of Arkansas, and utterly ronted and dispersed his forces, 
after an obstinate engagement of three days’ duration, at the 
battle of Pea Ridge. This shining success restored Missouri to 


* loyal tranquility, and brought the northwestern section of Arkan- 


sas into subjection to the national authority. 

Meantime, a fleet sailed up the Mississippi from the Gulf of 
Mexico, and quietly compelled the surrender of the important. 
commercial metropolis of the South, New Orleans. The capture. 
of New Orleans was followed by that of Baton Rouge, the capi- 
tal of the State of Louisiana and other fortified places. on the. 
lower Mississippi, and the navigation of the great river was again 
thereby opened as far north from the Gulf as Port Gibson in the. 


State of Mississippi. 


On the Atlantic seaboard, events at the same time equally sat- 
isfactory, were attracting the public attention. A formidable 
fleet set sail from Annapolis to Pamlico Sound, in the State of 
North Carolina, seized several towns, and destroyed numerous 
fortifications along the coast; captured guns and other munitions 
of war in large numbers and immense quantities ; and, at length, 
after a battle gallantly won, took possession, iu triumph, of the 
great commercial center ofthat portion of the State—Newhern. 


Other ports on the seaboard, of decided consequence, in the States. 


of North Carolina and South Carolina, had previously been oc- 
cupied by our forces; and the fall of Newbern was followed by 
that of Fernandina, the chief commercial city in the State of 
Florida. - 

In Virginia, after a Winter during which the rebels had vainly 
exhausted their patience in holding, without an opportunity of 
resistance, their most impregnable stronghold, they were at last 
compelled, through the strategic operations of our army, to evac- 
uate Manassas. They withdrew to Richmond, entered forthwith 


upon a vigorous and extensive fortification of the city, applied 


all théir energies in a fever of desperation to its defense, rein- 
forced themselves with the remnants of their BRIT armies 
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from Arkansas and Tennessee, and, with their combined conscripts 
and veterans and their centered resources, prepared with violent 
determination to sustain themselves in this—as they considered 
—the last entrenchment of their failing hopes. 

A portion of our army in Virginia invested Richmond, Pm 
unfortunately, in numbers too weak to accomplish the reduction 


of the city. The warm months of Summer were unavailingly 
passed by our brave and uncomplaining brigades in the malarious : 


swamps of the Chickahominy, where, confronted with over- 
whelming swarms of the enemy, with almost insurmountable 
natural and artificial obstructions, harrassed by day and by | 
night, and exposed to continuous attacks, they saw their numbers 
rapidly wasting away by death in battle, and still more sadly, 


by death on the hospital beds. In vain their indomitable. 


courage, their constancy, their high desires! They were at 
length in imminent danger of being cut off from reinforcements 
and supplies. Retreat became inevitable. On a memorable day 
they commenced that masterly movement, never to be forgotten, 
which baffled the well-laid plans of the enemy and saved our 
army from destruction. “During six days they fought and con- 
quered, By unwearied exertions, by unparalleled skill, by un- 
wavering bravery, they accomplished their great retreat. The 
triumph was not alone to the traitors. Richmond was saved to 
them for awhile longer, but the main victories on the field were 
ours. 

Shortly after this well- executed movement, our forces withdrew 
again to the line of the Potomac. The enemy, after sonie unim- 
portant successes, and an equal number of unimportant reverses, 
in the valley of the Shenandoah, elated by the relief of Richmond, 
and instigated by influential pledges of an insurrectionary uprising 
in the State of Maryland, moved the greater part of their immense 
forces in Virginia: forward, pushed through the valley of the She- 
nandoah, crossed the Potomac at an undefended ford, and entered 
Maryland with an army of one hundred and twenty-five thousand 
men. Their expectations of a sympathetic welcome, and of popular 
demonstrations in their favor, were miserably disappointed. As 
they progressed, everywhere they met the flashing eyes and the cut- 
ting scorn ofan outraged an@loyal people. In anger and mortifica- 


dion they turned back to i SINE welcome places in Virginia, 
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As they drew near to the Potomac, on the beautiful banks of the 
Antietam they were brought to bay by an army of the Union. 


An engagement, long continued and sevére, was the consequence, ` 


which resulted in a complete victory to our arms. The enemy 
escaped, and thus—in humiliation, foiled, defeated, in breken 
columns—they made their way, in return, from our own faithful 
Maryland to our own yet unrepentant Virginia. 

While this checkered series of successes and reverses was run- 


ning through the Summer months at the Hast, the rebels, in order 


to distract the operations of our troops in the West, organized a 
system of guerrilla warfare, cruel and outrageous in the extreme. 
Swarms of desperate and irresponsible marauders sprang from 
the midst’ of loyal communities, and overran the States of Mis- 
souri, Kentucky and Tennessee—plundering, burning, murdering 
—bearing desolation and misery wherever they scatteringly 
went. In Missouri they were soon for the most part suppressed ; 
but in Kentucky and Tennessee they gathered together in large 
bands, somewhat resembling armies, and marched, in some degree 
of order, through counties and from city to city. Their strength 
for awhile increased, until at length portions of the bands were 
organized into regiments and brigades, under the discipline of 
some of the superior officers in the rebel service, in which condi- 
tion one body of them was met, in Kentucky, by a force of our 
own troops, at Perryville, and -signally defeated ; and another 
body, in Tennessee, was utterly routed at the well fought battle 
of Iuka. 

Other bands have since condime to ravage certain portions of 
the States mentioned, but in greatly reduced numbers, and their 
recent and various defeats are indicative of their rapidly ap- 
proaching dissolution. 

Thus it will be seen, that the gathered results of the contest 
Auring the present year, to this date, have been, as regards our 
military operations, of a highly satisfactory nature. The valor 
of our brave soldiers has delivered the loyal States of Missouri, 
Kentucky and Maryland from their would-be oppressors; has 
redeemed Tennessee, the northern counties of Alabama, a large 
fraction of Arkansas and of North Carolina, and the peninsula 
on the coast of Virginia, to the national authority ; has reduced 


important maritime cities to obedience, and has planted our flag 
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in every State of the Union where, until recently, the rebellion 
had sway. 
Other events, of equal significance, indicate the dying fortunes 


. of the traitors ; the most prominent of which are the formation 


of Union regiments in States where our armies advance into the 
enemy's territory ; the election of a member of Congress from 
the Eastern District of Virginia; the election of Mr. Vance to 
the gubernatorial chair of North Carolina; his summoning a 
council to take into consideration the course that ought to be 
pursued by his State, in view of the President's Emancipation 
Proclamation ; and the alarm manifested in the rebellious States 
in anticipation of the execution of the act, as evinced in public 
meetings, and in the debates and retaliatory action of the so- 
called Confederate Congress. 

What to some may appear an alarming vitality in the traitors, 
in their efforts to overthrow our gentle and protecting Govern- 
ment, is a vitality easily accounted for, when we contemplate the 
course pursued by them during a Jong period of time, previously 
to the breaking out of the rebellion, and examine into the cause 
which actuated them to perpetrate their awful crime. 

Having control of the high places of the nation, both at home 


and abroad, including, at times, even that of the Presidency, at 


an early day they devised, and during a succession of years they 
matured, their plot. They influenced the elections in many of the 
Northern States ; they reduced the action of Congress to a sub- 
serviency to their aims ; they selected, as ministers to represent 
the country af foreign Courts, such alone as would play the em- 
issary of discontent ; they dictated the decisions of the Supreme 
Court of the United States, wherever the decisions had reference 
to the object of their designs. Their leaders, and their pliable 
coadjutors from the North occupied, under successive administra- 
tions, influential positions in the National Cabinet, and gave, by 
sure degrees, their aid to the insidious conspiracy, until, at last, 
it ripened with a Southern traitor in the War Department, anda 
Northern accomplice in the Navy Department. 

While thus “planning the destruction of their country, their 
political leaders were fed by the national bounty, and became 
rich with treasure taken from the national vaults. Their mih- 
tary leaders were educated, clad and sustained at the public ex- 
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pense. Their section of the country was sunshine in the high 
flood of its prosper ity, and their people sang, in the lightness of 
their hearts, under the benign influence of the Constitution. 
When the conspiracy approximated to its consummation, the 
leaders of it looked with complacent confidence upon what they 
already deemed the success of their machinations. Their instru- 


ments in the War and Navy Departments had performed their - 


parts of the ignoble requirements well. The northern arsenals, 
were stripped of their usual complements of war materials, and 
the southern arsenals were filled with them to repletion. Our 
army, cut up into small detachments, and officered mainly by south- 
ern ingrates, was doing garrison duty in widely distributed forts ; 
on the Atlantic coast, on the Western plains, in the wilds of 
Texas. Our navy was scattered abroad on distant seas. The 
workmen in our northern yards were idle. The Treasury was 
empty. The conspirators had secured all that was available. 


` Our Government was left comparatively destitute, even of ordi- 


nary means of defense. 

The object of the heads of the treason was not entirely to per- 
petuate the institution of slavery; it was more particularly to 
establish an exclusive and despotic government, based at first 
upon the foundation of property, and subsequently to be upheld 
by means of that property, upon the controlling prestige of birth. 
The institution of slavery, of a despotic origin in itself, was to 
be the engine of the elevation of afew to absolute power; and 
the infatuation of the many was sedulously excited with refer- 
ence to the favorite institution, for the purpose of securing an 
influence over the middle classes that would enable the leaders 
to rule their opinions at will. 

How nearly, under these views of the circumstances, the con- 
spiracy approached to success, is not a matter of surprise. Nor 
can we wonder at the tenacity with which the traitors cling to 
their desperate fortunes, when we seriously reflect upon their ob- 
ject, and review the means by which, during so long a period of 
time, they have steadily labored to undermine the National Gov- 
ernment. With carefully completed plans ; with armies already 
organized and equipped ; with abundance of munitions of war ; 
with facilities for seizing navy yards, forts, mints, and other Gov- 
ernment property ; with numerous commissioned officers in the 
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national army ; with co-operators in all the Departments at Wash- 
ington; with emissarie$ abroad; and with, as they believe, a. 
powerful party at the North to sustain them—they had no reason 
to expect failure. 

Their first check was the loyalty of a brave officer, from Ken- 
tucky, at Sumter. Their next, the grand uprising of the people. 
What, however, could the people do, with no government means 
of equipment—with no available navy? The loyal States stepped 
promptly forward to the relief of the Administration. 

Never in the history of nations was such energy displayed by 
an Hxecutive, as by the new President of the United States, in 
this alarming crisis. Within a few days, an army of volunteers 


was gathered at Washington for the protection of the capital ; 


the navy was recalled from abroad ; Congress was summoned ; 
the arsenals rang again with the music of labor ; foundries, pub- 
lic and private, in every part of the North, gave, with inconceiv- 
able rapidity, a variety of ordnance to the country ; the Treas- 
ury was replenished by the patriotic munificence of private banks ; 
a fresh army of four hundred thousand men was called into the field, 
fully armed and equipped ; the navy was largely increased ; the 
rebel coast was blockaded ; Washington, to a great extent, was 
purged of a miserable horde of spies; and foreign governments 
were informed, with vigorous determination, of the exact rela- 
tions that must continue to exist between them and our own 
country. 

Few, either at home or abroad, can fail to admire the forbear- 
ance with which the Administration has—while firmly, at all 


- times, upholding its delegated authority—dealt with the erring 


people of the rebellious States, from the active breaking out of 
the contest. Only the persistent obstinacy of their self-imposed 
leaders, in madly prolonging their doomed struggle—to the fear- 
ful loss of blood and treasure to the entire country, and the ruin-. 
ation of their own section-at home—has impelled the President, 
after long and anxious deliberation, to resort to the last measure 
of legitimate warfare within his power, as commander-in-chief of 
the army —the liberation of the slaves in the disloyal States. His 
proclamation, in which he declares his greatintention, was issued _ 
on the 22d day of September. The magnitude of the event can 
be fully comprehended only by the dispassionate reflection of 


N 
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/—-posterity. As an engine of war, its formidability is a powerful i 
warrant of early peace, and as a measure of humanity, the en- 
lightened world receives it with acclamations of unbounded joy. x ; 

Congress, at its last session, passed, under the auspices of the 
new Administration, a bill providing for the construction of a | | 
Pacific Railroad. Under previous and successive Administra- 
tions this important measure has, in compliance with the demands. | 
of the country, been frequently brought into notice, but always > 

- with a tampering spirit, and with no intention to construct the 
work with anything, except mere words. The undeftaking which 

. such Administrations, with ample means at their command have, 
through the machinations of the conspirators, with sinister ob- 
jects in view, neglected, has now been definitely inaugurated at a 

i period of time when the comprehensiveness of the Government 
in providing for the severe exigencies of the day, and at the same | 
time, in attending to the civil necessities of the country, are a 
sufficient guarantee of its prosecution to early success. 

. Passing through the Territory of Nevada, the road will be, to 
our people, of benefit incalculable. The inexhaustible richness 
of our mines has yet, with our population of thirty thousand, at- 
tracted but a small fraction of the number who will, in succeed- 
ing years, be induced to take up their abode in our midst. With 
this gradual increase of labor will be created a more urgent ne- 
cossity for an easier and. more expeditious outlet for the ever ^ 
augmenting yields from our silver-producing ledges, and-for a 

. Cheaper means of transportation to us, of provisions and other re- 

quirements of life, than we are now compelled to submit to, through 
the slow and expensive toilings of walking teams across moun- 
tains, across deserts and through snows. 

The magnificence of the undertaking, in a commercial point of 
view, is of a character so grand, that all other enterprises, in the 
march of mercantile progress, wane into comparative insignifi- 
cance in comparison with it. Already we anticipate the time, 
not far distant, when the immense treasures of the Islands of the 
Southern Ocean—the splendid and costly articles of the Indies, 
of China and of Japan—the household luxuries of those rich, old 
tropical countries—the vast trade of the East—will all be çon- 
veyed in American ships, across the Pacific, to our own ports ; to 
be — by theiron road across 0 our continent, thróugh'our 
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own States and Territories, to our own cities on the Atlantic A 
thence to be again transhipped, in our own vessels, across the great 
ocean, to supply. the markets of fastidious and absorbing Europe.. 


The old, long, tedious commercial pathway from Calcutta and | 


Hong Kong, down round the Cape of Good_Hope to Liverpool, 
Havre and St. Petersburg, has had its day. With the construc- 
tion of the Pacific Railroad, a new era dawns upon the commer-: 
cial history of the world. The. course of maritime enterprises is 
about to be reversed. Heretofore, its way has been Westward: 
now the tide is turning, and hereafter, through all time, it must’ 
be Eastward. ' 

Independently of the business advantages that will accrue to: 
this country, from this passage and these transhipments of such: 


enormous quantities of freight across our continent, and the em- . 


ployment of the numberless vessels that will be required on the 
high seas, to convey it to its' destination, are the increased wealth 
that the road will be the means of circulating everywhere within 
our borders, and the cheapness to which foreign articles of com- 
fort—of what have almost become necessaries, and even of luxury— 
will be reduced. We shall no longer have to pay the double: 
duties on many goods that now come to us through the channels: 


.of English customhouses, nor the freightage of a nine month's 


voyage on our Indian coffees, our teas, our spices, our silks. Our 
own productions will find a remunerative market whence they 


have hitherto, by reason of long distance, been excluded, and in - 


profitable and cheap return, we shall have, in abundance, the pro- 
ductions of the wealthy Ind.. 

The facilities of inter-communication among the various States 
and Territories of the Union, will also be largely increased by 
the completion of this great national work and its branches; 
thereby binding together, in a still more harmonious system, the 


interests and the kindly feelings of all. Every State and Terri- | 


tory will then have direct intercourse with her sister States and 
Territories; trade among them will increase to a multifold ex- 
tent; the prosperity of one will be the prosperity of tlie others ; 
the interests of one locality will no longer clash with those of its 
neighbor ; commerce, manufactures and agriculture, will go hand’ 


in hand together as Jealous supporters of one another ; and the 


country will be one in a mutual dependence upon diversified, yet: 
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No State nor Territory will derive such inestimdble advan- 
‘tages from the road as the Territory of Nevada. Situated, as 
we are, in what, during a great portion of the year, is an almost 
inaccessible isolation of wealth; with mountains covered with 
perpetual snow frowning down directly upon us at the west, and 
with a series of ranges, difficult to cross, at the east of us, with 
a wilderness fit only for the original inhabitants of the waste, 
stretching away a thousand miles, and intervening between us 
and the frontier of agricultural enterprise ; and with no means 
of.recéiving the common necessaries of life, except through the 
expensive freightage of tediously traveling trains of wagons:; 
the value of the road to us will be beyond calculation. “Our 
resources are of a peculiar nature. Our people are not sup- 
ported by agriculture, nor by commercé, nor by manufactures. 
We have no sea-coast, no great natural approach to-our settle- 
ments. Our population subsists mainly upon products now 
brought, with much difficulty and at high prices, from abroad, 
and which are paid for with silver taken from our own niines. 
The disadvantages under which we labor will'be.materially ob- 
_viated by the construction of thisroad. ‘It will give to us a high- 
way such as no natural highway can be. It will give us easy 
intercourse with the world. Tt will bring us witliin a few hours’ 
ride of the sea-coast. It will give to us communication with the 
city of New York in time ouly a little longer than that in which 
we now have communication with San Francisco. It will be the 
means of the building, in our midst, of an important commercial 
center. Tt will bring to-us implements of industry in every va- 
jety. It will give to us a convenient inlet of the needs of life, 

‘serving essentially to cheapen the price of such needs, and thereby 
relieving our laboring and industrious people of the heavy bur- 
den of their present household expenses. ^: — 

The watchful and solicitous care taken by ‘the General Gov- 
ernment, particularly during the present crisis, in thus providing 
for the wants of the country, by inaugurating this undertaking 
. with a munificent appropriation, deserves to be gratefully remem- 
"bered ; and affords a further reason, if such were required, why 
the favored Territory of Nevada, should maintain, with unal- 
loyed faithfulness, her allegiance to the protecting Union. 

Congress, for the purpose of collecting a revenue to assist in 
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paying the large expenses of the National Government, in this 
her hour of trial, has levied an assessment upon the people of 
the various States and Territories. As this Territory hasno other 
burden to bear in these terrible times, there is no doubt concern- 
ing the cheerful acquiescence of our citizens in the Act of Tax- 
ation; nor of their prompt alacrity to contribute the limited 
amount that is required of them. 

Congress, at their last session, also enlarged the borders of 
Nevada, by extending along its northern and southern lines of 
boundary the territory embraced to the thirty-eighth meridian 
of longitude west from Washington. This tract includes Ruby 
Valley, a stretch of country well adapted to agricultural pur- 
suits; and, if I am correctly informed, the newly discovered 
mines of Reese River and Simpson’s Park, which has already 
attracted considerable attention, and which, as indications tend, 
are destined, before the meeting of your honorable bodies a agains 
to draw a large population to their midst. 

The population of this tract of country is now not inconsider- 


able. The rich hay lands that intersperse the broad basins here 


and there, throughout the Territory, and the preliminary mves- 
tigations of the mines, have already given employment to num- 
bers which are gradually inereasing, and who are now, and, until . 
definite action taken by you in their behalf will continue to be, 
isolated from laws and special government. They are not repre- 
sented in your honorable bodies, and the duty devolves upon 
you, therefore, to attend, unsolicited, to their wants. Their 
stretch of country might be divided, and the several fractions 
attached to the several counties of Humboldt, Churchill and 
Esmeralda. But a serious objection to such a disposition of it is 
the great distance of its settlements from the seats of courts in 
those counties, which could not but operate to them as an exclus, 
sion, virtually, from the dear priviliges of justice. 

I therefore recommend, that your honorable bodies create a 
new county out of the territory that I have described, and make 
provision for its organization. 

During the last session of the Legislature of this Territory, a 
joint resolution, providing for the election of two commissioners, 
who, with myself, should constitute a Board, was adopted ; the 
duty of which Board it was made to wait upon the Legislature * 
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of California, at their next ensuing session, and urge upon them 
the propr iety of ceding to Nevada, the territory lying east s the 
Sierras. 

The Board were duly elected, of which I had the honor to be 
chosen Chairman. in due time we proceeded to San Francisco, 
where the Legislature of California was then in session. With- 
out delay we memorialized that body to cede to Nevada all that 
portion of territory claimed by California which lies east of the 
summit of the Sierras, in compliance with the design of the 

“General Government, as expressed in the Organic Act of this 
"Territory. Six weeks we remained, urging the claim; at the 
expiration of which time a vote was taken, which showed, conclu- 
sively, that compliance would not be made with our request. I- 
do not think that their refusal was based upon unwillingness to 
cede the territory in question, but upon what they believed to be 
an inhibition in the Constitution of their State. The boundary 
lines of their State being established in that instrument, they held 
that they had no legislative authority to pass a law ceding or 
releasing jurisdiction of any portion of the territory therein 

included. The only way, as they claimed, in which the cession 
could be made, was by an amendment to theit Constitution. That 
would be a slow and tedious process, taking three years to 
accomplish the object in view. We vainly endeavored to con- 
vince the body that the Constitution of the United States (Article 
IV. Sec. 3), pointed out the manner in which new States were 
created, and boundary lines altered; and claimed that if they 
had anything in their Constitution antagonistic to the Constitu- 
tion of the United States, it must give way in obedience to the 
supreme law of the land. 

I do not believe that a mere description of the extent of terri- 
tory embraced within the limits of a State, even though it may 
be set forth in the Constitution of the State, requires an amend- 
ment thereto in like manner as it would to change some fundamental 
principle of constitutional law. Neither does it appear that the | 

—-Legislature of California have, at all times, entertained such an je 
opinion. The action of that Legislature has been rather con- | 
tradictory. Two years ago, they passed a law authorizing the 
six southern counties of their State to go back into a territo- 
rial condition, with a view to the establishment of a new State, if —. 
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those counties by vote, should desire so to do. A ballot was 
taken on the question and decided in the affirmative; When 
Governor Latham, ina well reasoned report to the President of 
the United States, sustained the legality of the proceedings. 
Under the provisions of an act entitled “An Act to provide 
for a Special Election,” approved November 28, 1861, the appoint- 
ment of officers for the county of Esmeralda was made an excep- 
tien to the duty of the Executive to make appointments for the 
counties, unül such time as the western boundary of the Terri- 
tory, or rather the eastern boundary of California should be as- 
certained by survey, or otherwise: when the Executive was to 
appoint such officers as would be required, and give that county 
ah organization. The Legislature, at the same session, made an 
appropriation of one thousand dollars to enable the Executive to 
run, or ascertain the boundary line from an initial point estab- 
lished by the regularly constituted Board of United States Sur- 
veys—in connection with an agent or Commission appointed 
by the State of California. A contract was entered into with 
two competent and experienced surveyors—Butler Ives and John 
F. Kidder—to run the line in accordance with the law authoriz- 
ing the appropriation, and for the amount set forth im the law, 
which duty they performed in a highly satisfactory manner, dar- 
ing the month of August in the present year. In drawing their 
line, they found that the village or city of Aurora lay within the 
limits of our Territory. They prepared a map of their surveys, 
which they furnished to me, and which I herewith submit to you. 
I have not yet organized the county by the appointment of the 
required officers, for the following reasons: PFirstly—Because I 
am firmly of the opinion that the present Legislature of Califor- 
nia wil cede to us the territory this side of the Sierras ; and 
Secondly— Because, when I arrived in Nevada, I found a comt 
fully organized and officered by the State of California, and which 
was embraced within one of the judicial districts of that State; 
under which jurisdiction the rights of persons and property had 
been, and are now being determined. Immediately after the result 
of the survey was made known, I visited Aurora, in the disputed 
county, and found therea large population, with great and valuable 
mining interests, and extensive possessions of real estate, some of . 
the most valuable of which property was already in litigation. As 
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you were so soon .to convene, I concluded to await further in- 
structions from your honorable bodies as to what course it would 
be better to pursue under the circumstances. To raise questions: 


of jurisdiction is at all times a delicate duty to perform, and 


should, if possible, be avoided ; for the eonsequences are not only 
oftentimes ruinous to property-holders, but destructive to the 
peace and quiet of communities and States. 

After the survey of Messrs. Ives and Kidder, I visited his Ex- 
cellency Governor Stanford, of California, and had a long and 
quite satisfactory consultation with him in regard to this ques- 
tion of boundary. He desired that no steps should be taken to 
organize the disputed county, on the part of the Territory, until 
the meeting of the California Legislature ; when he would recom- 
mend that a joint survey of the line should be made by the State 
and Territory, by which the controversy should be decided. He 
entertained no doubt concerning the favorable action of his State 
Legislature upon hisrecommendation. This course was proposed 
to be acted upon in the event that the Legislature would not di- 
rectly cede to us the territory east of the summit of the moun- 
tains. , 

It is desirable, if possible, to avoid collision with our neighbor 
State, in the consideration ihat our interests are so intertwined: 
as almost to make us one people», Relying upon your counsel 
and direction in the premises, and ready atall times to co-operate 
with you, with that becoming alacrity attendant upon perfect 
confidence in your judgment, I entrust the matter into your hands, 
recommending that your honorable bodies pass a joint memoria 
to the legislature of California, asking for the cession of the ter- 
ritory in question ; and if such cession be not assented to, then: 
that a joint survey of the boundary be provided for by the co- 
operating action of the State and Territory. 

At the last session of our Legislature, an unsuccessful effort 
was made to enact a law under which corporations could be 


. ereated within our Territory. The passage of such a law, I re- 


gard as of the highest importance to the business interests and: 
progress of the country, to the end that parties desiring to in- 
corporate shall not be obliged to do so under the laws of other 
jurisdictions. In forming such a law, great care should be taken 
to protect the corporators in all their legitimate rights, while at 
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the same time, equal care should be taken to protect the people 
from any and all abuses that corporate wealth is quite prone to 
practice in its — capacity. 

In perfecting such a law, you will have no  difficilty, as far as 
our internal affairs are concerned. You will meet with more 
difficulty in arriving at a just conclusion with regard to the 
proper legal restraints and protections that will be required in 
regulating the workings and operations of corporations created 
under the laws of California, and perhaps of other States. In 
entering upon this important labor, you will of course remember 
that when many of the now leading corporations existing in the 
Territory were formed, we had no y laws nor Territory ender our 
present name, thr ough which the corporations could be created ; 
and, as a matter of necessity, when created, they must have besa 


. formed under the laws of some jurisdiction foreign to us. Like- 


wise, 16 will be borne in mind, that the character of our pursuits 
is such, and the products of our country are so peculiar, as almost 
to render it à necessity that corporations should be formed in a 
way to secure a successful development of our resources and the 
profitable working of our mines. Corporations thus formed and 
thus employed, have done much to give to this Territory the just 
appellation of the richest country of the world ; and have been 
greatly instrumental in attracting, not only capital and capital- 
ists to it, but also large numbers ‘of what constitute a State’s or 
Territory 's wealth, namely : the laboring masses. Neither will 
it be forgotten that the investments, at one time comparatively 
small and insignifieant under their workings, have now assumed 
gigantic proportions; and men who a few years ago were poor, 
are now reposing upon an ample abundance. When the eye 
takes in at a glance the situation of the Territory to-day, as com- 
pared with its condition three short years ago. it compels the 

heart to rejoice at its unparalleled success. Where then were 
barren mountain zlopes and desert plains, now are seen thriving 
eities and stupendous business operations; where then the chil- 
dren of the wilderness held sway, now the intelligent and indom- 
itable white man reigns supreme: where then were idleness and 
unproductiveness and want, now are beheld that stirring activity 
and thrift which always follow in the wake of well-directed 
labor. Qur mountains, so high that they literally pierce the 
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clouds, and whose snow-capped peaks were so forbidding as to 
cause ihe wild man of the desert to hesitate as he approached 
their frowning presence in his wanderings, are now made, 
by'the skill and enterprise of the white man, great thor- 
oughfares and highways, where the traveler counts by thou- 
sands the teams used in the transportation- of products 
to us from without, and of our own producis from our 
midst. This great change and metamorphose has been 


wrought by the instr umentality of capital in the develóp- - 


ment of our mines; and most of this capital was originally 
brought to us from abroad. While we look with wonder at the 
changes so important to us, we should treat with care, and even 
kindness, the power that has wrought them. In forming a law 
upon this subject under consideration, two things.of prominent 
importance will be borne in mind by its framers. Firstly, That 
all foreign corporations must be subject to our local jurisdiction. 
They must be so placed by our laws that they can sue and be 
sued in this Territory. Secondly, (and this is the most difficult 
point that you have to deal with in this matter, The justness of 
taxation in the premises. How are the corporators to be taxed ? 
And what is to be taxed? These are the two questions which 
you, in your wisdom, will have to answer. Are the improve- 
ments to be taxed? That question was answered affirmatively 
by the Legislature last winter. And to the recommendation that 
I had the honor to submit to that body, nè hely : the taxing of 
the gross proceeds of the mines—the committee to whom that 
question was referred, disagreed with me in my recommendation, 
and themselves recommended taxing only the net proceeds of the 
mines, which recommendation wasnot adopted. A planof taxing 
improvements being substituted instead. 

After much reflection and study upon the subject, I confess to 
serious doubt as to whatis the true standard of taxation in the 


premises. The objection to taxing the mines directly is found’ 


in the fact, that they are the property of the United States, and 
are not, therefore, the subject of taxation. The objection to tax- 
ing the certificates of stock, as representing the value of the 
mines, lies in the fact, that they represent the value of a species 
of property that has not passed out-of the possession of the 
United States: In this respect, this character of stocks is unlike 
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that of all others. In railroad or bank stocks, the certificates 
always represent the value of the road or bank, and when the 
amount of the capital stock is ascertained, then the value 
of the amount of taxable property is known. Not so with ^ \ 
this stock that we have under consideration. If, for instance, ` 
the Législature should pass a law taxing the gross amount of the 
products of the mine, and the corporation should refuse to pay 
the tax. If, then, the collector should proceed to sell the im- 
provements of such corporation, and the improvements should be | 
found insufficient to pay the assessed amount, the mine could not | 
o be sold, and there the remedy to the Territory would be ex- | 
hausted. | | | 
| 
| 
| 


' It seems to me, that the true rule in this matter lies either in 
taxing the net proceeds, or the improvements of the corporations ; 
and the result of adopting one or the other is of consequence 
only as it affects the ratio of taxation. Let the former method 
Ae adopted, and the ratio will be less ; let the latter be adopted, 
then the ratio will be more. And this question, as regards im- ~~ 
provements, affects all other branches of industry. In determin- 
| ing it, it will be well to remember that the mines of this Territory 
are the means of support of all our other great business interests. 
ra. Under the influence of their wealth, the ranchman sells his pro- | 
P c ducts, the merchant his wares ; the mechanic labors and the team- 
NE ster toils. Ina word, our mining interests underlie all the 
| | : business interests oy Nevada. Upon their success depends the 
| 
i 
| 
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| future of this now promising Territory. Thatsystem of taxation 
should be adopted which would be best calculated to foster and 
encourage this great interest, already developed, and which would 
be most likely to facilitate production from those now in process 
of opening. The work of separating our g^!d and silver from 
ihe ores is attended with great outlay and expense, and conse- 
quently requires a large amount of capital, which must, of neces- 

sity, come from abroad, until the time shall arrive, (which, I 

trust, is not far distant,) when we can furnish capital, not only 

j for ourselves, but for the development of other mines as well as 
- those in various sections of our own Territory. In this delicate 
labor of determining -what shall be taxed, as pertains to the 
mines, you will endeavor to place as few burdens upon them as 
possible, consistently: with: the requirements of sufficient revenue, 

| | | i 


No \ 


Ok Same OMA pe a 
- 


P ad E esl —  -— 
- . 
P 
E 


E 


——— 7 


- o— aT 
~ k 
DURS op e til un tee ew 


Omar 
sl en, 


r oan Ay f% 


Te FORT aet —_— 3 
3 $: DE murus A bara pe e - 
SR m EIDEM coins funem. zu A ee 


s 
19 t 


to place our Territory at all times in an independent condition ; 
and to furnish its Treasury with money sufficient to meet, at all 
times, the demands that. may exist.against it; remembering 
always that taxation must be uniform, and that, by the provisions 
of the Organie Act, no discrimination can be made between for- 
eign and domestic capital, nor among the different kinds of prop- 
erty ; and remembering further, as a-natural consequence, that 
all property subject to taxation should be taxed in proportion to 
the value of the property assessed. 

Concerning the organization of the militia of the Territory, 
and what has been done respecting it, I respectfully refer you to 
the report of the Adjutant General, which, with his respective 


‘recommendations, I herewith submit and commend to your, favor- 


able attention, with this additional recommendation, that your 
honorable bodies adopt some means by which the organization. 
of independent companies shall be increased, as they are the 


only class of our. militia to which arms can be furnished ; and as 


I consider it of the utmost importance that we should have at 
least one thousand good and soya men, well armed and organ- 
ized, in Nevada. 

In my message of last year, I recommended a system of free 
schools, which in substance, was adopted by your predecessors 
with a becoming promptitude, which exhibited their ready appre- 


‘ciation of the importance of an early educational training of our 


i 


youth, with reference to the present enlightened standing and the : 


future welfare of this Territory. The report, which I submit to 
you, of the Superintendent of Public Instruction, reveals some 
progress in the establishment of the system within his jurisdic- 
tion, and at the same time, points out sundry deficiencies in the 
law, and makes suggestions, by way of remedy, which I recom- 
mend to your careful consideration, I recommend, especially, 
that provision be made for the establishment, in the several 
counties, of a competent Board, whose duty it shall be to exam- 
ine applicants for teachers’ certificates, with a view to prevent, as 
far as possible, the employment of unsuitable persons. "Teachers, 
in my opinion, should possess not only the learning requisite, but 
also the moral qualifications, to educate ;. in order that the heart 
may not be forgotten, while the mental faculties are in process of 
development. An educator, to be successful, should possess the 
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| 1 faculty of impressing his knowledge upon the minds of others ; a 
cig | faculty that may, to a considerable degree be cultivated, in ac- 
E cordance with the extent of interest taken by him in the progress 
E of His pupils. Such interest depends, in a large. measure, upon 
|. that taken by parents and guardians in the advancement of their 
| children. Let them exhibit a pride by visiting the schools, in 
the educational well-being of the scholars, and the teachers will 
have a further incentive to do still more. The Superintendeni, 
| I regret to say, feels compelled, in his report, to complain of a 

E - lamentable want of interest in this respect. It should be done 
f . 8 away with. Carelessness on the part of those having in charge 
t | the education of the young amounts to a species of criminality— 
a the consequences of which will be visible in all the phases of after 
life. If parents would have their children occupy respectable 
positions in society, they must watch vigilantly their education. 
EI. If they desire that their sons and daughters shall be virtuous and 
g honorable, they must see that the teachers of them are teachers 
not only in name, but in moral and intellectual qualifications also. 
h 7 . Errors, or false impressions upon the youthful mind, are like spots 

' upon polished steel—which can never be erased. I conjure all 

je parents to take a lively interest in our schools and in the char- 

i acter of them. If they will, the reward will be to them far 

E richer and more enduring than gold, and of deeper consolation 

T than the accumulation of wealth. The riches of the mind are 
7 treasures that endure. 

I trust that no means will be withheld to place our common 
schools upon a liberal and substantial foundation. A carefully 
devised system now, under which every childlin the Territory 
shall have free aecess to the desks, will inure to a highly intelli- 
gent, an educated and accomplished people hereafter. 

Provision is made in the Organic Act that this Territory shall 
be divided into three judicial districts, and that a District Court 
shall be held in each of the districts by one of the Judges of our 

Supreme Court at such time and place as may be prescribed by 

| law, | | 
This provision shows clearly that Congress, in the construc- _ | 
tion of it, did not contemplate the extent of the judicial business | 
of our Territory ; and in the clause above referred to—for such | 
renson— provided for only one session of the court in each dis 
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trict, during the year; and established as compensation to the 


| judges thereof the annual sum of but eighteen hundred dollars: 
an amount less than that which is paid to those of any other Ter- 


ritory, except to those of the Territory of Colorado. 

An Act of Congress, dated June 14th, 1858, provides that it 
shall be lawful for the Judges of the Supreme Court, in any 
Territory, to hold additional terms of court in the various coun- 
ties of their districts, which may be provided for by Territorial 
law, for the purpose of transacting business other than that in 
which the United States is a party ; and it is by the same Act 


made lawful for the Territory to pay the expenses of the same. 


It is well known that the business of this Territory has been 
so great that, in addition to the one session provided for by the 
Organic Act, in each district, it has been necessary to hold 
courts in the various counties of the Territory already organ- 
ized ; and, in some instances, as high in number as four terms a 


Fear have been required for a single county. In addition to all 


this,.the remaining time of the Judges has been almost constantly 
occupied in the discharge of duties which are not confined to 
business in open court alone, but to their labors at chambers, 
which, by the law, they are required to attend to daily. 

In this state of the law, and in view of the great increase of 
the terms of Courts required by the business interests of our 
people, beyond those contemplated by the Organic Act, I deem 
it proper to Inquire whether the salary now provided for the 
judges is sufficient, and whether the compensation for additional 
labors and terms, alluded to by the Act of June 14th, 1858, 
should not be allowed by you. 

Our judges have labors greater and more numerous than those 
of the judges in most of the districts in the neighboring State of 
California, to attend to; yet, in this Territory, where the cost 


of living is much higher, they receive for the support of them- 


selves and families a compensation, which, when converted into 
money, amounts to far less than one-half of the sum paid e ihe 
judges of any of the districts of that State. 

Irecommend, therefore, that you provide an addition to the 
compensation paid by the General Government to these officers, 
which shallbe commensurate with their duties and responsibil- 
ities, and bear a fair le to ing magnitude of the interests 
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upon which they are required to adjudicate. Any sum less than. 
one of five or six thousand dollars, where the cost of living is 
so expensive, and the interests are so vast as they are in this Ter- | 
ritory, would seem to me to be inadequate. 

By virtue of an Act entitled “An Act relating to a Territorial 
Prison and Asylum,” and passed at the last session of the Legis- 
lature, the Governor, Secretary and Surveyor General of the 
Territory were appointed a Board of Commissioners, and em- 
powered to lease, purchase, or have erected, at the expense of the 
Territory, a suitable building to be used as a prison, at à cost not 
to excced ten thousand dollars. Upon inquiry and investigation 
we ascertained that no building could be either purchased, or 
built, suitable to the purpose, at the amount of the appropriation ; — 
and this without taking into consideration ihe employment of a 
Warden and other officers indispensable to the safe keeping of 
prisoners. We thought, under the circumstances, that it would 
be best to enter into a contract with the Hon. A. Curry for the 
keeping, guarding and furnishing of the prisoners that the Ter- 
ritary then had on hand, and of all such as should be commitied 
at any time within the year, until the first day of January next ; 
which was accordingly done, the Board agréeing to pay Mr. 
Curry, on behalf of the Territory, the sum of five hundred dollars 
per month, in consideration for his services and outlay in the 
matter. The number of Territorial prisoners has been small, not 
exceeding four at any one time, as lam informed. In order to give 
Mr. Curry power to discipline and control the prisoners, I ap- 
pointed him, as I was authorized to do by law, Warden of the 
Prison, without compensation, in accordance with a stipulation 
of the contract. He was, however, to have the profits of the 
prisoners’ labor, in further consideration of his furnishing all the 
help, attendants, and guards necessary. 

I think that the contract is a good one, as far as pecuniary 
considerations are concerned. For future purposes, however, I 
recommend the purchase or erection of a suitable building, adapted 


_to the better discipline and the safer keeping of those convicted 


of crime and committed to prison. 

In the construction of the prison building, suitable apartments, 
adapted to hospital purposes, might be added thereto, without 
much additional outlay of means: and the Physician attending 
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the prisoners could then, in the meantime, attend to the unfortu- 
nate inmates of the hospital without increased expense. 
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Some weeks since, I received from William Phipps Blake, a. 


Commissioner elected to represent the mineralogical and mining 
interests of the Pacific Coast of the United States at the Inter- 
national Exhibition, held at London, England, during the year 
1862, and a member of sub-Committee A, appointed at a meeting 
of the General Committee, at Sacramento, California, in Septem- 
Bet, 1861, of which I had the honor to be Chairman, a valuable 
Repor t, dated on ship-board, between California and Japan, Jan- 
uary, 1862, written from notes taken by himself, while journeying 
through this Territory, upwards of a year ago. Tt treats of the 
physical geogr aphy and geology of this section of the country ; 
of our pr incipal mines and veins; of the mills, reduction works, 
and processes In use for the separation of ores ; and generally of 
routes, distances, elevations and statistics; all of the highest 
interest, and of exceeding value to the people and history of our 
young Territory. As something reliable, descriptive of, and 
concerning our T'erriiorial resources, wealth and developments, 
it would constitute a most valuable pamphlet to circulate through 
other portions of our own country, aud to send to countries 
abroad. Suchan exposition as this, of the important facts of 
Nevada,is much needed; particularly as so little has yet been 
published with regard to them, and as that little has been of so 
flippant and unreliable a character. Nothing but correct inform- 
ation, well disseminated, is necessary to attract to us a population 
and wealth, altogether beyond the expectation or hopes of the 
most sanguine. I frequently receive communications, asking for 
information of the character so fully and ably given in this most 
interesting Report. I recommend that an appropriation be made 
by your honorable bodies for the printing of the same, and that, 
too, for the printing of it in such form as to make it convenient 
for circulation, believing that it would be one of the most potent 
of agencies in attracting attention to this highly favored section 
of our land. 
It has occurred to me that the Act entitled “ An Act concern- 
ing Crimes and Punishments,” needs some amendments. Promi- 
nent among the evils of the criminal practice, is the right of one 
Sudgo, without an cxamination of the: evidence, or the facts, i ina 
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given case, after the conviction of a criminal, and after sentence 
is passed, to grant a writ of supersedeas, and a stay of execution, 
until the final hearing of the case before the Supreme Court. If 
this method of practice remains upon the statute-book, the trial, 
conviction and sentence of a criminal are but incipient steps in 
thé weary pilgrimage of litigation. I assume that all persons 
convicted of capital offenses will appeal to the Supreme Court, — 
while such appeal. virtually stays the execution of the sentence 
until the annual session of that Court. The presiding judge 
before whom the case is tried, knows, “when he pronounces the 
solemn sentence, and assigns a day upon which the sentence is to 
be executed, as well as the unfortunate culprit himself, that such 
sentence will not be executed if it is fixed at any period of time 
prior to the session of the Supreme Court. While I am anxious 
that all persons accused of crime, and especially of crimes of that 
nature that works a forfeiture of life, should be shielded by all 
the forms and substance of justice and law ; still, I am convinced 
that speedy and certain punishment for crime is the terror of 
those who are prone to commit it. If this supersedeas is to con- 
tinue to follow, almost as a matter of course, then, I think that it 
would be preferable to say at once, that an appeal shall operate 
as a stay of proceedings, than to compel a judge to issue his man- 
date, while, at the same time, he is convinced that the rulings of 
the presiding judge are all correct, and the finding of the jury in 
accordance with the facts of the case. I recommend, that, in 
cases where a stay of proceedings is desired, notice shall be 
given to the presiding judge that on a given day a motion will 

/ be made to that effect, and that time shall be given to the judge 

to whom this notice is given, sufficient to summon one or both of 

(box his associate judges to be present ; that the motion shall be made 

TE _ to the two, or three, so attending ; and that the rule made by 

P * “them upon the hearing, shall be entered as a rule by the court, 

> instead of a rule by a single judge. 

Section 18, of this law, provides that no black or mulatto 
person, or Indian, or Chinese, shall be permitted to give evidence 
in favor of, or against, any white person. Every person who 
shall have one-eighth part, or more, of negro blood, shall be 
deemed a mulatto ; and every person who shall have one-half of 

| | Indian blood, shall be deemed àn Indian. 
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Section 342 of the Act relating to the Civil Practice, provides 
that “persons having one-half or more of Indian blood, and 
negroes, or persons having one-half or more of negro blood," 
shall not be witnesses i in any action where a white person is party 
to the suit. - 

In comparing the two sections it will appear that there is a 

‘discrimination made in behalf of colored persons testifying in 
civil proceedings. This I regard as wrong. If any discrimina- 
tion is to be made at all, it should be in behalf of persons accused of 
crime. In the. one case, property only is involved. In the 
other, reputation, liberty, life. A careful examination of the' 
matter, under the experience and observation of nearly a quarter 
of a century of professional life, persuades me that all persons 
of all races that are held amenable to law—-who share in its 
protection, and are subject to its pqgwer—who are visited by its 
penalties, and taxed for its maintenance—should be allowed to 
testify i in court. 

It is urged by many that in permitting persons of color to 
testify, we elevate them in the scale of humanity, and make them 
nearer the equal of the white man. Admitting such an assump- 
-tion to be true, it furnishes no argument against its propriety. I 
do not believe that if the entire energies of the superior race 
were directed to the elevation of the colored races, it would 
place them higher in the scale of being than the Creator designed 

^7 them to oceupy. | 

It is not alone for the classes of people prohibited from testi- 
fying by our statutes, that the amendment is asked ; but for the 
white race. chiefly. Many instances will occur in future, as many 
have occurred in the past, where the proper administration of 
justice will demand the admission -of this now excluded testi- 
mony. Justice, in her administration, demands the shedding of 
all light possible upon questions under adjudication, and she will 
be satisfied with nothing less. She seeks for truth, come it from 
what source it may ; and she stops not to inquire what the color 
of the party giving utterance to it may be, nor what nation may 
have given him birth. The tribunal to which evidence is sub- 
mitted must weigh it in the scale of its judgment, and receive all 
that is worthy of credit, and reject all that is unworthy of credit, 
come it, in either case, from whatever source it may. The sur- 
| 4 \ ' k i dut y \ x x 


*, \ 


tr Sn P COVA k | —-t 
P wo 


^ 
ER A Ont meee t — 


Iva sad nios Lc lS aa OS 


AN E 


i 
i 


26 
roundings of the witness, his position in society, his general 
intelligence, the opportunity that he may have had of ascertain- 
ing somewhat concerning the subject on which he is testifying, 
his general truthfulness, his demeanor in Hfe, and the whole man, 
are proper subjects of inquiry for courts and juries. They will 
seldom err in giving to each his proper place, and in determining 


exactly what weight is due to each man’s testimony. Truth is. 


always consistent with itself. Falsehood is always full of incon- 
sistencies. 

I have been unable to obtain even the approximate amount of 
the productions of our mines during the last year ; but from the 
best information within my reach, I estimate it to have been in 
ihe region of one million dollars a month during the season when 
the mines have been worked. The terrible destruction occa- 
sioned by the floods of last winter, that visited -the mills and 
miners, and the great loss of machinery that resulted therefrom, 
united with inability to replace the machinery which was injured, 
or lost, with other machinery, have operated to the prejudice of 
production. Enough, however, has been accomplished by our 
miners and mills to show conclusively that within our borders 
are the richest mines in the world, covering a greater extent of 
couniry,and of a nature more immensely rich than those of which 
any other section of ou» own country, or any nation, can boast. 
Tie question as to the amount of wealth that we can produce 
per annum is answered by saying: as many millions as we can 
procure machinery and labor to reduce. The quantity of ores 1s 
incalculable. Suffice it to say, thatit is absolutely inexhaustible. 
Y see but one probable drawback, as regards the yield of the 
‘precious metals, and that is the future want of fuel necessary to 
the reduction of the ores, on account of the distance over which 
the fuel will ultimately have to be hauled. This can be reme- 
died, to a great extent, by opening means of cheaper transporta- 
tion from the mines to the timber, whereby each can be brought 
within easier communication with the other, than is at present 
the case ; and I fondly cherish the anticipation that long before 
our convenient supply of fuel shall be exhausted, a railroad 
across the continent will enable us to procure it from either 
direction, at even lower rates than those at which it is now 
efforded. I recommend to the Legislature a liberal policy 
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towards those who are now striving to construct such a road 
across the mountains from our neighboring State of California, 
believing that when that great obstacle of the Sierras is sur- 


mounted, the completion of the Pacific Railroad is insured. I- 


have no doubt that if the people of this Territory, in their Terri- 
torial capacity, should subscribe two hundred and fifty thousand 
dollars, or even twice that sum, to the stock of the road across the 
mountains, it would return the inhabitants four dollars for each 
one so subscribed, during the first year of the completion of the 
road to our settlements. 

Tam unable to state the exact condition of our financial affairs, 
for the reason that the several departments to which I am to look 
for such information, have not themselves been supplied with it 
by those whose duty it is to acquaint them of the exact amounts 
levied and collected in the various counties. No oneis to blame 
in the premises, and the supplemental assessments were made so 
late as to render it impossible for the officers to make returns 
thus early of their doings. Still, I can approximate very closely 
to the amount, and congratulate the people of this eu 
that they are comparatively free from debt. - 

I am informed by the Territorial Auditor, that the visam 
drawn by him amount, in round numbers, to $46,000. "That 
about $7,000 o£ that sum are not payable until the fiscal year of 
1863 and 1864—the amount being embraced within two warrants, 
directed to be drawn in that manner by the last Legislature, pay- 
able to John L. Blackburn, late Sheriff of Carson and Ormsby 
counties. That the amount of taxable property, as assessed this 
year, amounts to $9,634,977 26, and that the amount of taxes 


coming directly into the Territorial Treasury will reach the sum _ 


of $36,000, leaving a deficit of about $4,000. 

The expenses of the year have been greatly increased by the 
large sum necessarily expended in the prosecution of William 
Mayfield, aman charged with the crime of murder ; which ex- 
pense, together with that involved in the prosecution of others 


charged with erimes committed prior to the organization of the' 


counties, was made chargeable to the Territory, instead of to the 
county of Ormsby, in which they were tried. I deemed it of the 
highest importance, that, in the prosecution and retention of May- 
‘field, that no expense, necessary to a preper vindication of the 
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law, should be spared. He had coolly murdered one of the offi- 
cers of the Territory, under circumstances the most aggravating, 
while that officer was in search of one of the most daring and 
unblushing criminals in the country ; and persons were not few 
in number, nor wanting in power, in our midst, to furnish meang 
for his defense in court, and for his escape from confinement, if 
possible. He was tried, convicted, and sentenced to be executed ; 

but he escaped from jail, or the place of his confinement, before 
the period fixed for execution ; but not until a supersedeas had been 
- granted, staying the execution until after. his case could be heard 
by the Supreme Court, which was to meet several months after 


` his conviction, on the first Monday of June. The sum appropri - 
ated to guard the jail was already more than exhausted, and > 


murmurs were not infrequent of unnecessary expenditure in guard- 
ing the jail and preventing escape. A prison, constructed in the 
most substantial manner, was provided for him, and the guard 


dismissed. He escaped, and is now depredating upon the rights . 


of a defenseless people in a neighboring Territory. The exact 
amount expended in guarding the jail, and the manner in which 
it was expended, will, be furnished to you, in due time, for your 
consideration. By the escape of Mayfield, justice was robbed of 


‘its due, and the law brought into contempt, and the Territory 


thereby suffered in its reputation for vigilance. I sincerely hope 
that no repetition of sucha character as this Mayfield escape will 
occur. 


The Territorial Treasurer and Auditor will furnish you, at the 


__ earliest possible moment, with their reports of the exact standing 


of our present financial condition, and make such suggestions as 
may occur to them regarding amendments to the existing laws, 
with a view to insure a harmonious working of our financial 
system. 


I respectfully suggest two changes to the present laws bearing 


upon this subject: Firstly, that the fiscal year shall end on the 


80th day of June, instead of on the first day of November, as at 
present, in order to leave that interim in which to assess the prop- 
erty of the Territory, which includes that period of time during 
which ¿he largest amount of property subject to taxation exists. 
Then, the crops are grown and gathered, and the merchants’ 


Btocks of goods are the heaviest, * Great supplies for the winter 
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are then brought into the Territory. By such a change, a sup- 
plemental assessment may ‘be avoided, and the expense lessened. 
for assessing. If this suggestion should be adopted, then the ' 
necessity of the second amendment would be palpable: namely, 
the time of the convening of the Legislature should be changed 
to the first of J anuary, in order to enable the proper officers to 
possess themselves of all the necessary knowledge within their 
province, and lay it before you at your meeting, to inform you 
concerning what has been done, and what it is necessary to do to 
supply the Territory with revenue. —~ | 

Under, and by virtue of, à law passed at the last session of the 
Legislature, I appointed Joseph Mosheimer a commissioner to 
represent this Territory at the International Exhibition, held at 
London, England, in May last. JI experienced great difficulty in 
procuring à proper person, owing to the meagre appropriation 
made for that purpose, to represent the interests of the Territory 
at that most important exposition of the productions of nations. 
As Mr. Mosheimer was about-to visit England, he consented to 
represent us at the great Fair, and he has performed his mission 
most satisfactorily. He procured the decision of the committee, 
having ‘charge of the mineral department of the exhibition, in 
our favor, and they awarded to us the great medal prepared by 
that committee for the richest specimens of mineral productions. 
The advantage of this step will soon begin to be realized by the 
Territory i in the arrival of foreign capital for investment in our 
mines. 

In concluding this message, already too long, I deem it not 
inappropriate to appeal once more to the patriotism of the citi- 
zens of this Territory, and conjure them to stand firmly by 
our struggling country in this her hour of severest trial. In 
making this appeal, I am not unmindful of the deep feeling of sym- 
pathy that pervades our people. Nobly have they given of their 
substance to soothe the anguish and alleviate the sufferings of the 
sick and wounded of our army participating in the deadly strife. 
The whitened lips of the dying, and the fainting voice of the ex- 

hausted soldier, have already pronounced the name of Nevada 
with emotions that have gushed forth in joy ; and thousands of 
grateful hearts are filled with thanksgiving for the munificence 
of her donations. Could a tongue be place in each of the gaping 
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wounds staunched by her timely.succor, the air. would be vocal 
with blessings and praise; borne to our ears upon the breezes of 


the East. Pause notin this rich work of mercy and love, until. . 


the last wound is dressed—the last groan has died away—the 
last sigh breathed—the last gun fired—the last rebel subdued ; 
until the blessed Angel of Peace shall conquer, with heavenly 
grace, the horrible demon of war; until our former glory is 
restored, and our unity as a nationis fully and forever estab- 
lished. Continue in this good work, asin the discharge of a holy 


" duty, as a poor, but loving return for the innumerable blessings 
conferred upon us by our Government, with its heaven-born insti- 


tutions. Relying, with perfect confidence, in the ultimate suc- 
cess of our arms and efforts ; fully believing that it is ordained 
by God that personal and political freedom, as they are secured 
to us-under the. Constitution, are the birthright of man, and not 


to be surrendered, even though systems. of oppression shall be 


obliterated in the struggle—even though it require the sacrifice 
of a million of patriots—I firmly believe that the final triumph 
will be a victory for man, and for the world; that when Peace— 


gentle, benignant Peace—shall again shed her blessings upon us, 


the world will see and know what a sublime thing a free 
people is. ` | 

With an abiding confidence in the God of our fathers; who led 
them through the Revolutionary struggle, and a firm belief that 


He will lead and direct us, their sons, in the holy work of battling 


to retain the rich inheritance they bequeathed us,as well as in 
allother affairs of governmental and political import, I doubt 
not that your efforts in your legislative capacity will be crowned 
with such success as will fully satisfy a confiding constituency. 
JAMES W. NYE. 


Executive DEPARTMENT, CARSON “CITY, 
November 11th, 1862. ` 
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REPORT 
OF THE 


SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION. 


To His EXcELLENCY, James W. NYE, 


. GOVERNOR oF THE TERRITORY OF NEVADA: 


The Superintendent of Public Instruction has the honor to 
submit the first annual report from the Department of Instruc- 
tion, as required by the Act of November 29th, 1861. 


REPORT. 


$ 


Eight months of active labor as Superintendent of Public In- 
struction, under the commission of your Excellency, are passed. It 
is with deep emotion that I attempt to lay before you their 
history. In the record of my experience and observation, I 
cannot speak of well attended schools, of earnest teachers, of 
co-operating parents, and happy, well instructed children ; but 
the unwelcome task is mine of presenting stubborn facts, às to 
indifferent parents, unattractive schools, in some cases incompetent 
teachers, a general want of good and uniform text books, a total 
want of libraries and school apparatus, and, as the result of this 
condition of things, a host of poor, ignorant, neglected children. 
I know it is urged that our country is new, and the people 
intensely occupied with business cares ; but the apology does not 
meet the case. If we are young asa ‘people, it must be remem- 
bered that we bring with us the civilization, the arts and institu- 
tions of eighteen hundred and sixty-two. We must keep pace 
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with the civilized world in the all important matter of educating 
our children. Nevada, so rich in all those natural resources that 
constitute material wealth, must not overlook those other consid- 
erations, more important thamsilver and gold lodes, or “ feet,” 
and without which our new territory would soon make ship- 
wreck. 

It is the opinion of your Superintendent that, while our school 
system is in the main well adapted to the wants of our new 


, Territory, a more liberal appropriation of means by the Legisla- 
ture is essential to give it that life and force which its vast im- 


portance demands. Owing .to the fact that in some of the 
counties, school districts are not yet organized, and from others 


the County Superintendents have failed to report to this depart- : 


ment, the statistical statements are not so full as we could desire. 

Your Superintendent is happy to be able to state that the 
Superintendents of the following named counties have shown 
much interest and zeal in the discharge of their duties. By 
means of their reports, we are enabled to make the following 


exhibit of the condition of publie schools in said counties : 


WASHOE COUNTY—GEN. J. W. WORTH, SUPERINTENDENT. 


" This county is divided into four school districts, No. 1 em- 


. bracing Franktown and the southern portion of the county ; 


No. 2 embracing Ophir and vicinity ; No. 3 including Washoe 
City, Pleasant Valley and vicinity, and No. 4 embracing Galena 
and the whole northern portion of the county. The number of 
children and youths between the ages of four and twenty-one 
years, in these districts, respectively, is as follows: District No. 
1 has 66 ; District No. 2 has 45 ; District No. 3 has 108 ; District 
No. 4 has 53—whole number in the county, 212. / 
Private schools of a high order have been taught during the 
past season, and will also. be taught during the coming winter, in 
all but the first district. In the second and third districts, school 
houses have been built by private enterprise ; but the districts, 
as such, have erected no buildings, nor have they hired any for 
school purposes. i 
It is the opinion of the efficient County Superintendent that 
proper efforts will correct the present spirit of indifference, and 
that another year will present our educational interests in this 


county in a more favorable light. 
iN , 
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ORMSBY COUNTY--REV, C. F. WHITE, SUPERINTENDENT. 


Number of persons between the ages of four and twenty-one  , 


years—males, 111; females, 147 ; ital 258. ' \ 

Number of school houses in the county, 1; material, stone. 

Number of school districts in the county, 2; number of school 
districts in which a.school has been taught during the past year, 1 ; 
and this has been accomplished only.by the most persevering 
effort on the part of the County Superintendent. 

School books used—Sargent's Primer, Sargent's Speller, Sar- 
gent’s First, Second, Third, and Fourth Readers, Cornell's Pri- 
mary Geography, Warren's Intermediate Geography, Bullion’s 
English Grammar, Thompson's Mental and Written Arithmetics. 

The amount of money paid teachers from school fund, $300. 

Private schools have been taught in Carson City. The one 
known as Miss Clapp's School may be regarded as the pioneer 
school of this Territory, and, in everything except school library 


and apparatus, will compare favorably with schools of a high 
order in the East. 


STOREY COUNTY—DR. J. D. JACKSON, SUPERINTENDENT. 


Number of persons between the ages of four and twenty-one 


years—boys, 239; girls, 178; total, 417. 


Number of school houses, 1; material, wood. 

Number of school districts,2; namely: Virginia and Gold 
Hill. 

School books used—Sargent’s Reader, Cornell’s Geography, 
Davies’ Arithmetic, Brown’s Grammar, Webster’s Speller, Davies’ 
Algebra, Stillman’s Philosophy, Stillman’s Chemistry. 

Total number of children attending school, 109 ; average num- 
ber in daily attendance, 91. 


Amount of school found received from county . 
WAKO cre .....$396 88 
Amount of school fund raised in districts.... 661 00 


.. Amount paid teachers’ salaries............. . $300 00 


Expended in erection and repairs of school 
houses... LL E D E CE EE SEL E 927 46 


mm school E $1,227 46 
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LYON COUNTY—C. D. MIDUFFER, SUPERINTENDENT. 


Mh 


Number of children and youths between the ages of four and. 


twenty-one—boys, 81; girls,-106 ; total, 187. 
Whole number of children attending school, 52 ; average im 
daily attendance, 21. 
. Number of districts, 2 ; namely : Silver City and Dayton. 
Number of schools, 1—in Silver City District. 
There has been a school kept in Dayton a short time the past 
season, but no report has been kept. 


Number of school houses, l— situated in Silver City ; ma- 
, terial, wood. 


Amount expended in teachers’ salaries................ $450 00 


’ Expended in rent, erecting and repairing school-house... 410 00 


Amount expended in apparatus. .........0...0...0205- 10 00 
Amount expended In wood... 2... 0.0... 0. ce eee 16 85 
Lloc e NEA PUDE d Us er Roe £886 85 


Text books, used—Sanders” series of Spellers and Readers, 
Payson's, Dutton's, and Seribner’s Systems of Penmanship ; 
Mitchell’s and Cornell’s Geography, Davies’ Ar ithmetie, Thomp- 
son's Arithmetic, Smith's Arithmetic. 

Schools have been taught in Douglas and in other counties, but 
no report has been made to this Department, and I have not suffi- 
cient data to make up a reliable report from the remaining coun- 
ties. From the facts before me, I am of opinion that more than. 
two-thirds of allthe children in the Territory do not attend any 
school, publie or private. No other statement is needed to 
awaken a deep interest in every philanthropic heart. Left to 


themselves for a few brief years, these children will be whirling. 


in self-inflicted tortures—a curse to themselves, and a bligbting 
curse to the country. Oh! if we can give these children an edu- 
cation, what a generation will rise up to call us blessed! What 
a glorious prospect for our coming State in the swiftly advancing 
years! How many would besaved from the jails, penitentiaries, 
and gallows! Whata power we might become! Every child 
taught—every mind gia | “Take koed”—oh! It is a 
súblimo and needed voioo—* Tezeo Leod that ye deso:so sot oze 
‘SF gos little baon” 
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THE CONSTRUCTION OF SCHOOL HOUSES. 


Too much attention can hardly be given to this subject by 
those trustees and committees to whom it may be intrusted. 
School rooms should be large, ceilings high, and above all other 
considerations, let them be well ventilated. In selecting a site, 
secure a quiet spot, away from the demoralizing places of public 
resort. Let it be an attractive place. Let good taste, cleanli- 
ness, and eareful culture characterize allits surroundings. Thus, 
a mighty moral agency, as well as mental and physical blessings, 
are secured. For the improvement and better management of 
our schools, your Superintendent looks forward to the establish- 
ment of Normal Schools, Teachers’ Institutes, and the establish- 
ment of a thorough Board of Examination. There is no doubt, 
that, under the present system of examination, Incompetent per- 
sons will manage to get positions in our schools. This evil can 
only be remedied by constituting a competent Board of Examin- 
ation. I would earnestly recommend some provision by the Leg- 
islature for the establishment of school libraries and apparatus, 
to illustrate the ideas sought to beimpartedin our schools. One 
plan which has been successfully adopted in the East, is, to offer 
a beunty from the Government, of say fifteen or twenty dollars, 
to every school district that will raise an equal amount for the 
purchase of library and apparatus. A few hundred dollars ex- 
pended in this way would make a good beginning, and perhaps 
awaken some interest in the matter in our new Territory. The 
attention of the Legislature is invited to the suggestions of a 
writer in the Washoe Times of November Ist, under the nom de 
plume of " Amerieanno.” His views in reference to securing 
some good lands for school purposes are practical, and we believe 


with the writer, “that a continued effort will not fail to accom- 


plish the object.” | 


In conclusion, your Superintendent would desire to impress 
upon each member of the Legislature adeep sense of individual 
responsibility, in view of the ignorant, uncared for children who 
are already here, and so rapidly pouring into our new Territory. 


The government must provide for them. How? It is cheaper 


to do it by schools thin by prisons. Yes, it will actually pay, 
as a matter of economy, to educate the childrez. “And them true 
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knowledge is the grand foundation of all development, physical, 
mental or moral. Good health, giant intellect, and honesty of 
heart, are all the result of knowledge. Make it free as the air 
of heaven—as the gushing fountains from our mountain gorges. 
Place our common school system on such a liberal financial basis 
as shall prompt tke officers to enter upon the work with an energy 
and faith that shall overcome all opposition—that our children 
may be snatched from a eareer of vice, and, instead of becoming 
vagabonds, loafers and thieves, they may be made a blessing to 
themselves, their parents, the country and the world. 

Respectfully submitted. 

203 WM. G. BLAKELY, 

Superintendent of Public Instruction. 


DEPARTMENT OF INSTRUCTION, 
CARSON Crry, November 3d, 1862. 
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AUDITOR’S REPORT. 


AuDITORS DEPARTMENT, 
Carson Crry, November 10th, 1862. 


To THE HONORABLE, THE COUNCIL, 
AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES + 


GENTLEMEN :—In compliance with “An Act creating the office 
of Territorial Auditor, and defining his duties,” I herewith sub- 
mit my report (or rather estimate) of the condition of the Terri- 
torial finances, from February 17th to November Ist, 1862, inclu- 
sive. liis a source of regret to me, that I am obliged to submit 
to your consideration an estimate of the rÉcenue coming to the 
Territory, rather than the exact figures of receipts. But itis 
unavoidable, for the law does not compel the payment of taxes 
until the third Monday in November, and, thus far, tax payers 
have availed themselves of this privilege. I am informed by the 
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County Auditor of Lyon and Churchill Counties, that three- 
fourths of the taxes in those counties promise to be delinquent. 
If this is a fair exposition of the payment of taxes throughout 
the Territory, we have yet some time to wait for cash in the Ter- 
ritorial Treasury. 

The annexed statements will be found arranged as follows: 
A,B, C, D. It will be seen by these exhibits; that the revenue 
to be derived, under the existing law, is not sufficient to meet the 
payment of the warrants issued for the various claims and ap- 
propriations made and passed by the last Legislature. 

But your honorable bodies must take into consideration, that a 
large amount of the warrants are drawn to pay claims that ac- 
crued in Carson County, Utah Territory, and also under the act 
creating the Territorial Board of Examiners, for the payment of 
expenses in criminal prosecutions, before the complete organiza- 
tion of the counties—a class of claims which hereafter cannot be 
a Territorial charge. 

The Territory, under the existing law, has comparatively but 
one source of revenue, viz: Four-tenths of one per cent. on the 


amount of the taxable property of the Territory. As yet, but a . 


small portion of this tax has been collected, and scarcely anything 
has been paid into the Territorial Treasury. To remedy this state 
of affairs, as well as to have itso arranged that future reports can 
be complete, I would recommend to your honorable bodies, that 
the ending of the fiscál year be changed from its present date to 
June 30th. It is also a favorable change as regards assessments ; 
it enables the assessor to make his assessments during the Fall 
months, through which period of time a greater amount of 
property is assessable to him than at any other portion of the 
year. 

The Revenue Law, as it now reads, is imperfect and contradic- 
tory in many respects, and requires your speedy attention, to cor- 
rect and amend. 

I would respectfully call your attention to those sections of the 
law governing the poll and license tax. It wonld seem that the 
intention of the law was that this revenue should be divided, in 
the proper proportion, between the counties and Territory, as it 
states that these taxes are to be levied for Territorial and county 


purposes, but subsequently directs these moneys to be paid into 
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the County Treasury, for county purposes only. Under this 


rendering of the Jaw, the counties have retained all of the moneys 


so collected, and undoubtedly will, until your honorable hodies 
make the necessary change: 

I am of the opinion, that our present Revenue Law was intended 
to be; as nearly as possible, a copy of the Revenue Law of Cah- 
fornia, which provides that 60 per cent. of the poll tax is to be 


paid into the State Treasury, and 40 per cent. into the County 


Treasury. Likewise, it directs that one half of the receipts for 
most of the classes of the license tax be paid into the State ; the 
remaining half into the counties. 

Had the Territory, under our law, received this revenue (and 
I think it was so intended by the framers of the law that she 
should), in addition to the estimated receipts coming from the 


four-tenths of one per cent., she would be able. to take up all out- 


standing warrants. And I would most earnestly recommend 
to your honorable bodies such amendments to the law, ds regards 
these two very important sources of revenue, so as to be similar 
in all its provisions to the Revenue Law of California. The 
entire Revenue Act, however, requires your careful attention and 
revision. 

I am directed, by the act defining the duties of Territorial 
Auditor, to suggest such other sources of revenue as may seem 
expedient and. proper; and, in this connection, the taxation of 


the mines ariscs—a question often discussed, both in this Terri- 
tory and California. 
In my opinion the mines should be taxed ; and, should your ` 


honorable bodies coincide with me in this opinion, the rate and 
method of taxation is the matter for your deliberations and 
decision. | dd 

The constitutional objections to taxing the mine itself, or the 
certificate of stock representing that mine, have been set forth 
in the message last given by his Excellency the Governor. It 
would. appear, then, that the yield of the mine is all that can be 
reached by taxation—either the gross or nott proceeds. The 
objection to taxing the gross proceeds is, that such a mode would 
operate unfavorably, and perhaps unjustly, upon that class of 
mines that are being developed, and not paying; while taxing 
the nett proceeds tan be but just and propery and would, I think, 
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uals. "The objection urged—-that, by this method of taxation, a 
true and just. assessment cannot be arrived at by the assessor— 
does not, in my judgment, exist any more in regard to this than 


it does to any other species of property. But if there is such an 


objection, I have no doubt but that your honorable bodies can 


obviate it, by making the provisions of the law so stringent that 


- be willingly paid, both by incorporated companies and individ- 


none will attempt to evade it. I would therefore recommend 


that the nett proceeds of the mines of the Territory be taxed at 
arate commensurate with other taxable property. 


The last Legislature authorized the Auditor to furnish books, 


stationery, seals, furniture, ete., for the use of his and the Tréas- 
urer’s offices, but did not provide any means or way for the cúr- 
rent contingent expenses of these departments, and the Auditor 
has, for the past year, provided for the same in tlie most econom- 
ical manner possible. Hoping it will meet the approbation of 


your honorable bodies, we trust that, for the future, a proper con-: 


tingent fund will be appropriated for this purpose. 


I would also suggest, that hereafter the reports of the Territo- 
rial Treasurer and Auditor be made directly to the Governor, as 
is the usual custom. , 

In conclusion, I would read your honorable bodies 
upon the favorable prospects the Territory presents of its finan- 
cial condition. Under the workings of a proper revenue law, I 
confidently believe that the revenue, even at the present ratio of 
taxation, will at the end of the coming year, not only be sufficient 
to pay all back indebtedness, and the current expenses of the 
several departments of the Government, but leave a handsome 
surplus to be expended as in your judgment may seem most 
expedient. | 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
| "PERRY G. CHILDS, 
Territorial Auditor. 
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STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS, 
From February 11, 1862, to November 1, 1862, inclusive. 


PROPERTY TAX. AMOUNT. 

plorey ¿COMO Lene $104 78 
Ormsby CoudtY..........oooooooo.». Re Me rr ere — oet . 446 27 
Douglas County sb cache sei basen add OR UR DEPO DNE Dri 8 19 
Total Fropery Lil catar Se mos $559 24 

From Toll Road Tax .................. TONO HN PE $338 73 
Docket Fee Fund ................. —— — T SQQ 2,815 00) 2,753 73 
Total Amount Receipts.... Ls see sees eere $3,312 97 


NorE.—The proportion of the Federal Tax of the above property Tax is} $117 29 


[B] 
STATEMENT OF WARRANTS ISSUED, 


From February 11, 1862, to November 1, 1862, inclusive.: 


| 


DISBURSEMENTS. | AMOUNT. 
i | | 
Appropriation Account .............. ases cool vesceseeees ($27,825 40 
Election Expense Account ............. "c pr ba i EOS 393 00 
Board of Examiners. ......... —— EE EE — 2109 So 
District Attorney Accoumnt.........oooooo.o... A e adios | 4,500 00 
Contingent Expense Account, 4 Anditor LOCO MG veas Erba s gus *: 204026 
Supreme Judges’ Compensation Account......... EE UI 
Contingent Expense Account, “Executive ”........... ae €— 85 00 
Territorial Prison Account.......... cl EODD. DU. 
Adjutant General, “Salary” ....oooomocmorooommosaro a ota Cater qu 500 00 


Superintendent Public Instruction... .. «sesso rrr mee nece 600 00 
unos *€6€69$929*99€€2t69v.í072865950999509998 SOC TENURE QE di d 26 
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STATEMENT OF AMOUNT OF TAXABE PROPERTY, 


As per Returns made by County Auditors for Fiscal Year. 


STOREY COUNTY. A 


Amount of Real Estate ........... cas oda ios 


Amount of Personal Property 


.. 4.4. . 0. 0600000400000900000))0009090000008 


[i 


AMOUNT. 


$2,953,045 00 
2,264,873 83 


Total 6. 6.0UDANOOCO60000009$060090%. @®@eveeuaeGeoes se ee . 00». 40.040. [2 E 
Subsequent Assessment. ....es.s.sssssesecoeseescesseseseeo ETOS 
Grand Total ........... M ————— —— : 
p 

: ORMSBY COUNTY. 

Amount of Real Estate.......... ROC NE OU "JI em 
Amount of Personal Property........... cca ceeeee e esee ern 
Total e... ........0 SBsOPrI.L¿€Ué6ES;. O q$000000009 bórddDOs..0000m0 000400090600. é. 
Subsequent Assessment....... ana adas 


Grand Total 6. SE EE E 4o ..o .Sp»Po pon. vc.CLPLA6SO 0090. . "*e**ao eevee e 


————— —— ——————— rei, 


WASHOE COUNTY. 


ET 


Amount of Real Estate .....ooooooomoomomom»»o.o... a Ido 
"Pmount of Personal Property ..... Vobis a aaa’ eee Tere 
Total ....... .....o.o 06.60.46. 00000560»800061005009006000080800 6... e... 
Subsequent Assessment. ..oooomonoocroooo»o..o aos TA 
Grand Total 46979906 * e. v€*6929*900€260609*9959a9*9299 BON m Nem ey ee 


LYON AND (CHURCHILL COUNTIES. 


Amount of Real Estate xNO0. 0.0. 00008: 4. ...06018 692649929 eee te eoverse $... eee 
_Amount of Personal PropertY...oo.ciooooo ooo»... ooo... ag “soc... 
Total .cs..o.s é6n..o tro.... ...... . . f . 60. ....601.5%000006008€ oM "n ae 
Subsegent Assessment esoo o *4€666 —0»à^00€(660969v*50992525292646€65t2429^o0299 6. se». 
Grand Total ... «4... ... . bdo 658000 0066t0o  .co ^ Wa are A 

» P > A And wend Mi, ò te ot Do. eee 

y » 
= an ES o a 


| $4,617,918 83 


500,000 00 


ón CU ote, 


$5,117,918 83 


o 


AMOUNT.» 


$810,532 25 
491,718 74 
$1,302,250 99 
816,354. 94 


$688,735 00 
354,599 00 


AQ 


1,043,334 00 
122,340 00 


o. 


AMOUNT. 


LS TI 


$242,239 00 
934.882 00 


$1,177,121 00 
34,992 79 


$1,212,113 79 


$1,165,674 00 
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[STATEMENT © CONTINUED.] 


DOUGLAS COUNTY. ` 
. \ 


MES e 
Amount of Real Estate os e iX M EIDLiR EA RR UA MEA VE EN 


HUMBOLDT COUNTY. 


No Statement made by County Auditor. 
Approximate Statement L.2-89 90. ya URS ES AUR RAS E AN canes de 


AMOUNT. 


$251,751 00 
166,256 50 


$497,987 59 


AMOUNT. 
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[Di 
STATEMENT SHOWING THE INDEBTEDNESS AUDITED, 


And for which Warrants are now out, to November 1, 1862. 


INDERTEDNESS. AMOUNT. 


Total Amount Warrants Issued... oo... eee ence eee eee see eee IB AG 116 26 


Amount of Cash in General Fund....- la AA S464 05 
Amount paid Judges Supreme Couri................... eros 2,407 23 
Warrants of Sarah A. Blackburn : 
Parable im 1569 olus. exa deta mE AS 
Payable in 1864 ....... ne A ae ee ete SO D817 08 10.625 44 


A NEL 
^m " 
Total **9699*»^-93299*.-9 sas eh o. vs han rr rr ros x sees $35,499 S3 


ANOTE—AÀ number of the Outstanding Warranis are bearing interest 
at the rate of ten per cent. per annum. 
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TREASURERS REPORT. 


Territory OF NEVADA, TREASURY a 
Carson Crry, November 10, 1862. 
To THE HONORABLE COUNCIL 
AND HOUSE or REPRESENTATIVES : 

GENTLEMEN : the provisions of an act 
of the last Legislature, creating the office of Territorial Treasu- 
rer, [ have the pleasure herewith to present to your honorable 
bodies a full and detailed statement of the moneys received into 
and paid out of the Territorial Treasury, from the 17th of Feb- 
ruary, 1862 (at which time I entered upon the duties of my 
office), to November Ist, 1862, inclusive. 

In submitting this report to your honorable bodies, it may not 
be amiss to offer to you a few facts and suggestions in relation 
to the embarrassments under which this Department has labored 
for the past year, with the hope that you will take such action in 
the premises as will enable the Department to be conducted in 


‘the future with some degree of satisfaction to the people having 


business with the office, as well as to the Treasurer himself. 


The last Legislature made various appropriations, amounting . . 


in the aggregate to $28,494 40, but made no provision for their 
payment, other than that provided for in the Revenue Law, by 
taxation. These appropriations were chiefly for claims allowed 
individuals for past services, and with one exception (that of J. 
L. Blackburn), no priority of payment, one over the other, was 
authorized, the acts auditing the claims being nearly all approved 
the same day. Under these circumstances, and in absence of 


any instr actions , T adopted and annoünced that the rule of pay- . 


ment would be, ihe order in which they were presented ai this 
office for registry, deeming this the most fair and equitable course 
I could pursue, and one to which I expect to rigidly adhere. 

The last Legisiature also created a Board of Examiners, whose 
duty required them to audit another class of indebtedness against 
ihe "e 


w 


id) 
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The claims so audited amount to $3,703 15, with a considera- 
ble sum yet to be setiled. | 

For all these appropriations and claims, warrants were drawn 
upon this Department by the Territorial Auditor, duly registered 
in this office, but not paid, from the total absence of funds in 
the Treasury. Necessity compelled many of the holders of this 
Territorial indebtedness to throw their warrants upon the mar- 
ket for sale. The consequence was, that in a very short time 
they became ruinously depreciated; thus not only seriously 
injuring the honest holders of this scrip, but also sadly damaging 
the fair credit of our Territory, whose resources, I need not in 
form your honorable bodies, should place her obligations in the 
front rank of moneyed securities. 

From the delay in collecting the revenue of the Territory, this 
state of things has been growing continually worse, until, at 
present, Territorial warrants are almost worthless in the market. 
This humiliating condition of Territorial credit, I earnestly hope 
you will speedily remedy. 

Upon examination of the assessment rolls of the several coun- 
ties, and from the very rapidly increasing value of taxable prop- 
erty, I am enabled to state, with confidence, that the present 
ratio of taxation will afford ample revenue for the ordinary cur- 
rent expenses of the Territorial Government, and even accumulate 
in the future a handsome surplus for other purposes. The larger 
part of the present indebtedness, accrued previous to the organi- 
zation of the Territory, was assumed by the last Legislature, and 
is not, therefore, properly a portion of the current expenses of 
the government. 

"From an estimate of the indebtedness of the Territory, not 
yet audited, and the amount of warrants already drawn upon the 


‘Treasury, I arrive at the conclusion, that the entire revenue for 


the present year, if all collected, will fall short of paying the 
indebtedness somewhere from ten to fifteen thousand dollars. 

From the annexed statement, you will observe that the amount 
of revenue collected up to this time is very meager, arising from 
the fact that no penalty attaches to the non-payment of taxes 
until after the third Monday of the present month. Collections 
after this time will doubtless improve. 

Aside from the disbursement of the Docket Fee Fund, which 


is set apart by law for the benefit of the Supreme Judges of the: 
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Territory, the only money paid out of this Department during 
its official existence, has been the sum of one hundred and fifty- 
six and three one-hundredths dollars ($156 03), paid for the 
transportation from California to this city of the books, station- 
ery, etc., for this and the Auditor’s offices. All other contingent 
expenses remain unpaid. 

Your honorable bodies will readily perceive, from this exhibit 
of the condition of the Treasury. that the entire revenue for the 
present year will be immediately absorbed on its receipt, by out- 
standing warrants, leaving absolutely nothing for the support of 
any of the Departments of the Territorial Government, until 
such time as the taxes for the ensuing year may be collected, 
which cannot be, in any considerable amount, under the present 
Revenue Law, until late in November next. 

As a remedy for this condition of affairs, and to prevent the 
entire stoppage of the wheels of government, I would respect- 
fully suggest to your honorable bodies (in the absence of any 
more desirable method), the propriety of authorizing the issuance 
of bonds bearing a fair rate of interest, and payable in one and 
two years, for sufficient amount to cover the deficit for this year, 


. and provide for the contingent expenses of the Territorial Gov- 


ernment until the general revenue is collected for the ensuing 
year, authorizing, also, by commissioners or otherwise, the sale of 
these bonds for cash, and the proceeds to be applied to the imme- 
diate liquidation of all indebtedness of the Territory. The 
amount required is small, and I am of the opinion that the bonds 
could be negotiated on favorable terms. If this suggestion you 
consider feasible, and adopt, the embarrassments of the govern- 
ment will be at once relieved, and place it where it should prop- 
erly be—on a cash basis. 

I trust your honorable bodies will give this subject such atten- 
tion as its Importance demands, taking such action thereon as, In 
your wisdom, you think best for the interests of the Territory. 

The system now in use, of drawing warrants upon the Treasury, 
without reference to its monetary condition, is a fruitful source 
for dissatisfaction. I would recommend the passage of a law, 
prohibiting the Auditor from drawing any warrants upon the 
Treasurer, unless there are funds on hand to meet them. 

... Very respectfully, your obedient servant, . 
` : JOHN H. KINKEAD, Territorial Treasurer. 
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STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS, 
From February 17, 1862, to November 1, 1862. 


Total Amount received from Feb. 17, 1862, to Nov. 1, 1862, inclusive. | $3,548 41 
Total Amount Disbursed during same period. ..... ccc. cee cece eee eee? | 2,971 01 


Balance on hand Nov. 1, 1862 ......... TD — AM vp 


To the credit of the various Funds, viz: 
General Bünd....iean c ERA A S da e DER EVANS CR OE JA 
Library Fund ..... crete ate Crier map e Sins — — eec. 60 00 
United States Tax FO ...cooomooooomororonarionooorocrrora 102 44 
Docket Fee Fund...... A: OSTENDE 02 $977 40 


N 
Note.—Five per cent. of the General Fund is set apart by law for the Com- 
mon School Fund. The amount is so small that the transfer has not yet been made. 
The Treasurer’s Fees, for the same reason, have not been deducted. 


STATEMENT OF EXPENDITURES, 
Of the Territorial Treasury, from February 17, 1862, to 


November 1, 1802, inclusive. 


ep - 
3 | zi 
DATE. TO WHOM PAID AND FOR WHAT PURPOSE. EG EG | TOTALS 

+ cr 

* « E 

1862. af :8 
March 6..... | Wells pete & Co., Express charges on Coin re A $1 00 L 00 
May 30. .... Wells, F fargo & Co., 5 MM E E EE S RA 2 75 2 75 
June 3......[ Judge G. N. Mott, Warrant No. Moers POP orek | 450 80 430 80 
co 04...... [Judge George Turner, Auditor’s Warrant No. 108.. xg uu 430 80 430 80 
eo 9... [Judge H. N. Jones, Auditor's Warrant No. 110 . dius edo 430 80 A80 80 
FE. MEN Geo. Lockart, for Freight on Books, etc., War. No. 334. nd OS) AA 156 03 
Sept. 1 ....- Wells, Fargo & Co. > Express charges on e AN 00 2 00 
MOL ar Wells, Fargo & Co. cé RENE 0n 2 00 2 00 
ITE Jadge H. N . Jones, Auditor’s Warrant No. 139...... —— | (371 61 STi 61 
E Judge George Turner, Auditor’s Warrant No. WEE UNA 311 61 371 Gl 
r E Judge G.N. “Mott, Auditor's Warrant No. 138..........]........ 371 61 371 GE 
$156 03| $2 $2,414 98 98| $2,571 OL 
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DATE. FROM WHOM RECEIVED. B A Bo E E | morars. 
i PH ar" P M ST 
1862. > 68 Jis] oe 
p i ———— z A A A A | ——z2—— —————-——— 
Mar. 5..|A. James, for Docket Fees ...... TS, S er eee $10-001.: ele pes : $70 00 
1 .. 6..|D. M. Hanson, for Docket Fees .........]..- s RUE 215-001... 2s fossene .| | 215 00 
y .« 29..|A. Helm, for Docket Fees............. sesta € 170 00}..... v perc : 170 00 
E 3 .. 29.,/0. H. S. Williams, for Attorney's Licensel .......... |... rro... | 10 00]........ 10 00 
April 23.|F- O. McCowan, for Attorney's License. .|... ae esu joues 10 00|........ 10 00 
May 19 .|T. J. Taylor, Treasurer Storey County... $17 98[..... e [urs | $4 506 22 54 
.. 28:| WD Torreyson, Treas’r Ormsby Co.... 217 AON sata ees EE 54 81 271 50 
.« 90.|D. M. Hanson, for Docket Ee€S.....o.ooooofro.o.».. sats 850 00|......[.... aces 350 00 
.. 30.|A. James, for Docket Fees.,........ cese] een nne 205 00]... . eren sees 205 00 
.. 80.13. Ward, for Attorney's License .......]... edere esee. | 10 00]..... 10 00 
.. 90.|Wm. Hayden, for Attorney's License....|..... se] „| 10 001.5... 10 00 
June 3.. |A. Helm, for Docket Fees +. ...ocooocoorferanuonoo»| B00 O0luorooofocoooo.»[ 350 00 
.. 3. |J. P. Hardy, for Attorney's License. e fiere] 10 00[........[ 10 00 
-. 10: 39., J. Underwood, tor Attorney's License... ........ |... -. | 10 OOF... .... 10 00 
f Aug?2:.|MeDoñald & Kingsbury,for Toll Road...| 216 53|....... M HN REOR 216 53 
i ++ 313.. |W: B. Torreyson, Treas’r Ormsby Co.... 139 82|..........]......| 94 95 174 77 
: .. 14. 4T. J: Baylor, Treasurer Storey Co....... 62 27|... eela] 19 97 82 24 
e .. 16.. |H. Van Sickle, Treas'r Douglas Co...... 4 69]... eere 3 50 8 19' 
i | Sept. 1.. |A, James, for Docket Fees. .4.,.... esee eee 215 00|...... |... esee 215 00 
d | <s Lo, A. Helm, for Docket Pees vs siaissce ere leerse 510 00]......[....,...] 510 00 
.. 2..|D. M. Hanson, for Docket Fees ..... eres eee eee 830 ODN ex sace eov knit 830 00 
-. 11..|McDonald & Kingsbury, for Toll Road... 122 00]... ee [ern 122 00 
"a Oct. 9 .. |W. D. Torreyson, Treasurer Ormsby Co.. 140 49|....,. eee]. es] 3515 175 64 
! 0 a | $1,120 97| $2,415 00|$60 00, $152 44) $3,548 41 
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STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS, 
Into the Territorial Treasury, from February 1T, 1862, to 


November 1, 1862, inclusive. 
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